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Anger at BA union’s 
£100m playhouse 


Government pledge 

to end illegal ‘Bank 
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Holiday land-grabs_ 




By Jama* Murray 
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TIIE Unite union ts locked in » balii» with 
wealthy homeowner* over plans to build an 
nW nMou to ilx Eioomilllon country manMon 
I h<- Of iib row erupted us last minute talks 
to avert strikes by British Airways cabin « r n» 

bnikr up after ikmou strata rs storms! tne 
building where* the meeting waa being held* 

ihltrctl were hired to design aa 

itb roof terrace and 36 bedroom* at 
the union’s training and 
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ini! legal loopholes 

* end of the road 

Holiday U»«d grab 
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intentional trespass Travellers w 
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FROM PAGE ONE 


They started building the next day, then 


over the May Day Bank Holiday. Last 


applied for retrospective planning per- Fnday, the pnrtnstars won a High Court 
could be arrested by police or forcibly mission If they failed to secure it, they injunction to stop the travellers building 
evicted It is understood the new ap- often claimed their human rights as on land they own in the village 


proach will not face opposition from the travellers were bemg infringed 


Tones coalition partners, the Lib Dons 


The Tories say Labour's former Dep- 


Travellers will be labelled "trespass- uty Prime Minister John Prescott s their 

ers" if they set up home on other softly softly approach gave some gypsies by Solihull CoundL 


The travellers, who began wort wi th- 
an rung permission, will still have 
planning application considered 


people’s land 


the "green light" to trespass and iJJe- 


Those who actually buy plots of land, gaily develop sites 


At Cottenham in Cambridgeshire, the 
council has been seeking to renkjve an 


often m Green Belt country, then begki 


The changes will be warmly jfeeted illegal settlement of some 800 travellers 


building work before applying for by people across Britain. 


retrospective planning permission will 
find that loophole dosed. 

Typically, traveDers moved on to the 
sites late on Fridays when councils 


The latest battleground has been in 
Meriden, Warwickshire, where quick- 
thinking locals formed a human block- 
ade to prevent travellers dumping 


who have occupied 20 acres since 2003. 

Close to C hob ham in Surrey, 100 
travellers are staying put pending a 
planning inquiry. It is the same story at 
North Cerney in Gloucretershire, 


were dosed for a Bank Holiday weekend 18,000 tons of hardcore after they moved Bredon Hill in Worcestershire, North 

Moreton in Oxfordshire, and at 









FOR HOMEOWNERS AGED 55 OR OVER 


Linda releases £45,000 

from her home with 

Aviva Equity Release 




AVIVA 



what you could release 

For many of you approaching or in retirement, your home is Irkety to be your b< 
asset. And rf you re looking for some extra money, perhaps to supplement your 
retirement income, make home improvements or even go on holiday, then a lift 
mortgage could be the answer With a lifetime mortgage there are no monthly 
payments so the r *erest builds up through the rfe of the mortgage and the to 
amount of the fwari and interest are repaid by the sale of the prope/ty when yo 
or go nio tong term care 

How much can I release? 

One of the first things you"! want to 
know is how much you can release, 
which wi! depend on you r age, property 
value and the product you choose 
The table below provides you with 
some examples, but for a personalised 
ustration, speak to one of our expert 
adwsers 


Advice you can trust 

As well as letting you know how rr 
you’re able to release, our advisers 


our 


products 



They’ll also discuss what the costs are 
and how equity release will reduce the 
inheritance you leave They'll explain 
our minimum age and property values 
and Jet you know if taking equity release 
could alter the tax you pay or any 
welfare benefits you receive 

This is a lifetime commitment, so 
you wil want to be confident in your 
deacon Rest assured we ll give you 
all the information you need and 
recommend whether equity release is 
nghtfor you or not 



This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the features and 
risks, ask for a personalised illustration. 

Call now to book a no-obligation 
appointment or request a FREE 
DVO information pack 


0800 4046 247 





****** I6*r^40*n 

www.aviva.co.uk/equity 
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Grays Hill in Essex, where a 
warehouse has been biolL and 
near Pangbourne. Berkshire 

In one village in the heart of 
Jane Austen country in Ropley, 
Hampshire, locals raised more 
than £200.000 to buy back a 
!3-acre field that travellers had 

bought for£150,000 from a retiring 

farmer last October. 

To date the traveDers’ activi- 
ties have been only a civil offence, 
forcing landowners to have to 
purse them through the courts. 

The new legislation will change 
all that and aims to curtail the 
ability to apply for rehwspective 
planning permission. Under a 



What do you think - 

DO WE GIVE GYPSIES TOO 

MANY RIGHTS? 

YES - 0901 030 0990 
NO - 0901 030 0991 

YES text SXV0TEYES to 



80088 



NO text SXV0 


TEN0 to 80088 

Calls cost 25p from a BT land ne 

doses at 23.59 tonight. 
Texts cost 25p plus network ooera 



secret Labour directive region^] 
planning officers had been told to 
favour allowing travellers to 
establish rural sites in direct 
contradiction of planning rules 
even on Green Belt land where 
no one else can build 

The Department of Communi- 
ties’ guidelines said the human 
rights of travellers took prece- 
dence over upset residents. Last 
night a Tory Party insider said: 
"TraveDers beware, all bets are 
off We’re not saying they can t 
own land, they just can’t build on 
it as and when they like." 

Last night Eric Pickles, Secre- 
tary of State for Communities 

and Local Government, said: 
“The last government’s policies 
have undermined community 
relations and increased tensions. 


"We 


work to tackle the 


legitimate sense of injustice." 









